SMC Quick Reference Guide (2026 Rates)
Fast lookup for all SMC levels, eligibility criteria, and monthly compensation amounts.
SMC-K: Loss of One Extremity or Creative Organ
1. Monthly Rate: $2,008 | Bilateral: $4,016
1. Criteria: Functional loss of hand, foot, arm, or leg (not pain alone)
1. Evidence Needed: Physician statement of loss of use + medical records
1. Common Conditions: Amputation, severe contracture, severe arthritis with limited ROM
SMC-L: Loss of Two Extremities
1. Monthly Rate: $3,737
1. Criteria: Loss of use of two separate extremities or one extremity + creative organ loss
1. Evidence Needed: Documentation for each extremity + physician statements
1. Stacking: Often combined with A&A need for L 1/2 (higher rate)
SMC-L 1/2: Loss of Two Extremities + A&A Need
1. Monthly Rate: $4,503
1. Criteria: Two extremities loss PLUS requires regular aid for daily activities
1. Evidence Needed: Both loss of use evidence + A&A documentation (Form 21-2680)
1. Common: Bilateral lower extremity amputees needing assistance with ADLs
SMC-M: Blindness (Bilateral)
1. Monthly Rate: $4,503
1. Criteria: Blindness in both eyes (corrected vision 5/200 or worse in each eye)
1. Evidence Needed: Ophthalmology records, vision testing, ophthalmologist statement
1. Note: Causes automatic Permanent & Total (P&T) rating
SMC-M 1/2: Blindness + Additional Loss
1. Monthly Rate: $5,279
1. Criteria: Blindness + loss of one extremity or creative organ
1. Evidence Needed: Blindness docs + extremity loss evidence + stacking documentation
1. Rare: Requires multiple service-connected conditions
SMC-N: Loss of Both Hands or Both Feet
1. Monthly Rate: $5,279
1. Criteria: Amputation or functional loss of both hands OR both feet
1. Evidence Needed: Documentation of both hands/feet loss; physician statement
1. Stacking: N is automatic if both hands/feet lost (regardless of other conditions)
SMC-O: Blindness + Additional Loss
1. Monthly Rate: $5,955
1. Criteria: Blindness + loss of both hands or both feet
1. Evidence Needed: Blindness docs + bilateral extremity loss documentation
1. Impact: Extreme disability; highest non-unique SMC
SMC-O 1/2: Blindness + Multiple Loss
1. Monthly Rate: $6,632
1. Criteria: Blindness + additional combinations of extremity/creative organ loss
1. Evidence Needed: Extensive documentation of multiple conditions
1. Rare: Requires significant combat or severe accident injuries
SMC-R: Loss of Both Legs + Blindness
1. Monthly Rate: $6,632
1. Criteria: Amputation/functional loss of both legs AND blindness
1. Evidence Needed: Leg loss docs + blindness documentation
1. Impact: Requires 24-hour care capability
SMC-S: Housebound or Requires Constant Aid
1. Monthly Rate: $6,632
1. Criteria: Housebound (confined to home) OR requires regular aid for all ADLs
1. Evidence Needed: Form 21-2680 + physician statement + caregiver statement
1. Key Change: Bradley v. Peake allows housebound status alone (no A&A needed)
SMC-T: Maximum Non-Unique SMC
1. Monthly Rate: $8,246
1. Criteria: Combination of blindness/loss of extremities requiring 24-hour care
1. Evidence Needed: Full documentation of all conditions + A&A + housebound status
1. Impact: Highest permanently non-unique SMC level
Decision Tree: Which SMC Should I File For?
1. Do you have loss of extremity (hand/foot/arm/leg)? → File SMC-K as baseline
1. Do you have TWO extremities with loss? → File SMC-L
1. Do you need regular aid for daily activities? → Add A&A evidence for higher level
1. Are you confined to home due to disability? → File for SMC-S (housebound)
1. Do you have blindness? → File for SMC-M or higher combined level
1. Uncertain? → Consult VA-accredited representative to analyze all potential stacking
Filing Deadlines and Effective Dates
1. No filing deadline: SMC can be filed anytime after qualifying condition appears
1. Effective date: Typically date VA regional office receives complete claim
1. Back pay: If awarded, retroactive to effective date (sometimes years if filed late)
1. Annual COLA: All rates increase each January for cost of living adjustment
