SMC-K Evidence Package Template
SMC-K covers loss of use of one extremity or creative organ. Build a complete evidence portfolio.
What SMC-K Covers
1. Loss of use of hand (one or bilateral—separate payments possible)
1. Loss of use of foot or leg (limited ROM, weakness, contracture)
1. Loss of use of arm including shoulder joint
1. Loss of use of creative organ (speech, swallowing, cognitive function)
1. Disfigurement affecting face or exposed body parts
Defining 'Loss of Use' (Not Amputation)
1. Functional loss = cannot use extremity for normal activities
1. Amputation = automatic SMC-K entitlement
1. Permanent contracture = qualifies if prevents normal use
1. Severe arthritis/ROM limitation = can qualify with proper evidence
1. Chronic pain alone = insufficient without documented functional loss
1. VA requires objective evidence, not subjective complaints
Required Medical Documentation
1. Current VA rating 70%+ for affected extremity/condition
1. C&P exam notes documenting functional limitations in detail
1. Diagnostic imaging (X-ray, MRI, CT) showing structural damage
1. Physical/occupational therapy evaluation of functional capability
1. Medical records past 12-24 months documenting ongoing treatment
1. Surgical records from any procedures on affected extremity
1. Range of motion measurements compared to normal parameters
Prosthetic and Assistive Device Records
1. Prescription documentation for prosthetics or orthotics
1. Provider explanation for why devices necessary (loss of function)
1. Equipment expense records (shows severity of disability)
1. Wheelchair prescription (documents lower extremity loss of use)
1. Splints, braces, slings usage documentation
1. Home modifications (ramps, grab bars, widened doorways)
Physician Statement Template for Loss of Use
1. '[Patient name] has permanent loss of use of [hand/foot/leg] since [date] due to [diagnosis].'
1. 'Function is permanently limited; cannot be improved with further treatment.'
1. 'Range of motion: [specific measurements]; unable to perform ADLs with [extremity].'
1. 'Patient cannot [grip, walk, climb, manipulate] without [prosthetic/assistance].'
1. 'Treatments attempted include [surgery, PT, medications] with insufficient benefit.'
1. 'Without [prosthetic/assistive device], patient cannot perform normal extremity function.'
1. 'Estimate of improvement: [very poor/minimal/none]; loss is permanent.'
1. 'Compared to average person same age: significantly impaired functional status.'
1. Include: MD signature, date, credentials, contact, exam date
Filing Strategy for SMC-K
1. Use VA Form 21-526EZ (Primary application form)
1. Check 'Special Monthly Compensation' box
1. State specifically: 'Applying for SMC-K due to loss of use of [extremity]'
1. Exhibit all evidence with clear labeling (Exhibit A, B, C, etc.)
1. Submit complete package to regional office
1. File contemporaneously with SMC-L if bilateral condition applies
1. Request receipt confirmation with claim number
Current SMC-K Rate (2026)
1. Single extremity: $2,008/month
1. Bilateral (both hands or both feet): $4,016/month
1. Rates adjusted annually for COLA
1. Effective date: Typically claim submission date (not approval date)
Stacking SMC-K with Other Ratings
1. SMC-K + 50%+ rated condition = potential SMC-L (higher level)
1. SMC-K + A&A need = potential SMC-L 1/2 or higher
1. Bilateral conditions = may result in separate SMC-K payments
1. SMC-K combined with other conditions = highest applicable level pays
1. Multiple extremities = file separately documented, may result in stacking
Common Mistakes to Avoid
1. Pain-only complaints without functional documentation
1. Failing to specify 'loss of use' in physician statement
1. Mixing loss of use with schedular disability claims
1. Using outdated medical records (>24 months old)
1. Not documenting adaptive equipment needs
1. Assuming only amputation qualifies
1. Missing stacking opportunity with multiple conditions
1. Underestimating functional impact of service-connected condition
Appeal Strategy for Denied SMC-K
1. Request full decision and rating note immediately
1. Identify specific denial reason (evidence insufficient, criteria not met, etc.)
1. Obtain new physician statement emphasizing functional loss aspects
1. Consider private medical evaluation if VA exam was deficient
1. File supplemental claim with enhanced evidence within 1 year
1. Or file HLR if arguing VA misapplied regulations
1. Consult accredited representative for complex cases
