PACT Act Secondary Crosscheck
Choose the Stronger Pathway to Victory
Presumptive Claims vs. Secondary Claims


Why Check PACT Act First?
	Presumptive (PACT Act)
	Secondary (Regular)

	No nexus letter needed
	Requires nexus letter

	Lower evidence burden
	Higher evidence burden

	Automatic grant if service in covered location
	Discretionary — depends on examiner



Always File PACT First If Your Condition Qualifies
Presumptive service connection is EASIER to win. Only file as secondary if the condition does not appear on the PACT Act presumptive list.



PACT Act Presumptive Conditions (Key List)
The Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act expanded presumptive conditions for toxic exposure. Key conditions relevant to secondary claims:

Respiratory Conditions (if burn pit/toxic inhalation exposure)
1. Asthma (new diagnosis after service)
1. Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)
1. Lung cancer
1. Bronchitis

Hypertension (if Southwest Asia service)
Hypertension is PRESUMPTIVE for veterans who served in Southwest Asia (Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, etc.), even if no direct combat exposure.

Cancers (if covered exposure)
1. Lung cancer
1. Throat cancer
1. Glioblastoma

Sinusitis and Rhinitis (if Iraq/Afghanistan service)
Even without exposure proof, service in Iraq or Afghanistan triggers presumption.



Toxic Exposure Service Locations
To qualify for PACT Act presumptive benefits, you must have served in one of these locations during relevant timeframe:

Southwest Asia (1990-Present)
1. Iraq
1. Kuwait
1. Saudi Arabia
1. Afghanistan
1. Bahrain
1. United Arab Emirates
1. Djibouti
1. Jordan
1. Oman
1. Qatar
1. Syria
1. Yemen
1. Uzbekistan

Agent Orange Locations (1962-1975)
1. Vietnam
1. Thailand (U-Tapao, Korat, Udorn)
1. Laos (specific areas)
1. Cambodia (specific areas)

Other Presumptive Locations
1. Camp Lejeune (drinking water contamination)
1. Radiation-risk activities (nuclear testing, atomic downwinders)



Decision Matrix: Secondary vs. Presumptive
Use this flowchart to decide which pathway to file:

Step 1: Identify Your Condition
What secondary condition are you considering filing for? (e.g., Hypertension, COPD, Lung Cancer)

Step 2: Check Service Location
Did you serve in a toxic exposure location listed above? YES / NO

Step 3: Check PACT Act List
Is your condition on the PACT Act presumptive list for your service location? YES / NO

	RESULT: Condition on PACT Act list for your service location

ACTION: File Form 21-526EZ, mark as PRESUMPTIVE (not secondary)
ADVANTAGE: No nexus letter required; automatic approval if service location documented



	RESULT: Condition NOT on PACT Act list (or no qualifying service location)

ACTION: File Form 21-526EZ as SECONDARY to service-connected condition
REQUIREMENT: Nexus letter explaining causation mechanism





Important: File Both Pathways if Uncertain
There is NO PENALTY for filing a condition under multiple theories of service connection. The VA is required to consider all applicable theories.

Example: Hypertension filed as BOTH presumptive (SW Asia service) AND secondary (to service-connected PTSD).

VA will evaluate:
1. Theory 1: Presumptive hypertension (PACT Act) — easier to prove
1. Theory 2: Secondary hypertension (PTSD→HTN) — backup pathway if presumptive denied

Filing both strengthens your claim. If one theory fails, the other may succeed.
