REVISION REQUEST TEMPLATES
Use these templates to politely request corrections when a nexus letter doesn't meet VA standards.

When to Request Revision
1. Letter uses non-qualifying language ("possible," "may be related," "consistent with")
1. Missing one or more of the five required elements
1. Records list is generic instead of specific
1. No medical rationale or reasoning provided
1. Wrong diagnosis or wrong in-service event referenced

TEMPLATE 1: Language Correction Request
Dear Dr. [Name],

Thank you for providing a nexus letter for my VA disability claim. I appreciate your time and expertise. Unfortunately, the current language does not meet the VA's required legal standard, and I need to request a revision.

The letter currently states:

"[QUOTE EXACT LANGUAGE FROM LETTER]"

To meet the 38 CFR 3.102 standard, the opinion must use one of the following phrases:
1. "at least as likely as not"
1. "more likely than not"
1. "at least 50/50 probability"

Could you please revise the opinion statement to read:

"It is my medical opinion that [your condition] is at least as likely as not caused by [in-service event]."

I have attached the Physician Briefing Sheet for reference. Please let me know if you have questions. Thank you for your willingness to revise this.

Sincerely,
[Veteran Name]


TEMPLATE 2: Missing Element Request
Dear Dr. [Name],

Thank you for providing a nexus letter for my VA claim. I noticed the letter is missing the following required element(s):

1. [LIST MISSING ELEMENTS]

Specifically, the letter needs to include:

[DESCRIBE WHAT'S NEEDED WITH EXAMPLES]

Example: "The letter lists my records as 'reviewed medical records.' Instead, the VA requires me to list each specific record: the source (Service Treatment Records, VA outpatient, private provider), the type (progress note, imaging, lab work), and the dates covered. For example: 'Service Treatment Records, 2003-2005; VA outpatient records, 2020-2024; MRI of lumbar spine, 3/15/2024.'"

I have attached the Physician Briefing Sheet outlining all five required elements. Could you please revise the letter to include the missing information?

Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,
[Veteran Name]
TEMPLATE 3: Insufficient Rationale Request
Dear Dr. [Name],

Thank you for the nexus letter. The VA requires that opinions include medical reasoning explaining how you reached your conclusion. The current letter states your opinion but does not explain the medical basis. 

Could you add 2-3 sentences explaining:
1. How the in-service event relates to the current diagnosis
1. Any medical literature supporting the connection
1. Why you believe the connection is at least 50% probable

Example addition:
"The 2004 lumbar strain injury caused inflammation and early disc degeneration, documented in the 2024 MRI at L4-L5. Medical literature shows that lumbar strain injuries commonly progress to degenerative disc disease over years, particularly in individuals who continue strenuous activity. The veteran's symptom timeline and imaging findings are consistent with this natural history. Therefore, I believe the progression from the acute 2004 injury to the current chronic condition is at least 50% probable."

Thank you for adding this detail.
Sincerely,
[Veteran Name]
